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NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
1. Government of India Revised Target to Add 97 

GW Coal and Lignite-Based Power Capacity by 

FY35. 

 

In August 2025, Union Minister of State for 

Power, Shripad Yesso Naik, in a written reply 

in the Rajya Sabha (Upper House of 

Parliament), announced that the Government 

of India (GoI) has revised its target to add an 

additional 97 Giga Watt (GW) of coal and 

lignite-based power generation capacity by 

Financial Year 2034-35 (FY35), up from the 

earlier projection of 90 GW by FY32. 

● The revised target aims to achieve a total of 

307 GW of coal and lignite-based thermal power 

installed capacity by FY35. This revision reflects 

GoI’s updated power demand projections and 

the need to balance energy security with clean 

energy expansion. 

● This coal capacity addition is aligned with 

India’s larger energy roadmap that seeks to 

achieve 500 GW of Renewable Energy (RE) 

capacity by 2030 and the Net Zero emissions 

target by 2070. Thermal power expansion will 

serve as a stabilizing source while RE capacity 

scales up. 

● Earlier, GoI projected that about 283 GW of 

coal and lignite-based capacity would be 

required by FY32. In November 2023, the 

Ministry of Power (MoP) proposed setting up a 

minimum of 80 GW of additional coal-based 

thermal capacity by FY32, which has now been 

revised to 97 GW by FY35. 

Key Points:- 

(i) As of June 2025, India’s total installed 

electricity generation capacity stands at 485 

GW, comprising coal, lignite, hydro, gas, 

nuclear, and renewables. Thermal power still 

contributes the largest share, making it 

critical for India’s base-load demand 

fulfillment. 

(ii) According to the National Electricity Plan 

(NEP) 2023 (Generation), India’s total 

installed capacity is expected to reach 874 

GW by FY32. This expansion includes both 

renewable and thermal energy, reflecting 

India’s “energy mix” strategy for sustainable 

growth. 

 

2. Union Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia 

Announced Nationwide Rollout of IT 2.0 – 

Advanced Postal Technology (APT). 

 

In August 2025, Union Minister of 

Communications Jyotiraditya Madhavrao (M.) 

Scindia officially announced the nationwide 

rollout of Advanced Postal Technology (APT) 



 
Current Affairs - 22-AUG-2025 

 

www.testcloud.in 2 

under India Post. This Rs.5,800 crore project 

is part of India’s Information Technology (IT) 

2.0 program to modernize, digitalize, and 

enhance customer-centric postal services. 

● The IT 2.0 – APT program is a Rs.5,800 crore 

investment under the Ministry of 

Communications (MoC), designed to build upon 

Project IT 1.0 by enabling faster, smarter, and 

more efficient postal operations across India. 

● The system has been developed indigenously 

by the Centre for Excellence in Postal Technology 

(CEPT), operating under the Department of 

Posts (DoP), MoC. It reflects India’s growing 

emphasis on technological self-reliance in the 

postal sector. 

Key Points:- 

(i) APT is hosted on the MeghRaj 2.0 cloud 

platform of the Government of India (GoI) 

and supported by Bharat Sanchar Nigam 

Limited (BSNL), ensuring secure, scalable, 

and reliable digital infrastructure for 

nationwide operations. 

(ii) Key features of IT 2.0 include a single 

unified user interface, QR code–based 

payments, One Time Password (OTP)–

enabled delivery, and a 10-digit 

alphanumeric Digital Postal Index Number 

(DIGINP) to enhance accuracy, security, and 

transparency in postal transactions. 

(iii) The rollout of IT 2.0–APT is being 

executed in phases across 23 postal circles, 

beginning with a pilot in Karnataka (May–

June 2025) and completed nationwide by 

August 4, 2025, covering over 1.70 lakh post 

offices in India. 

 

3. IIT Madras and FedEx Launch SMART Centre 

for AI-Driven Logistics Solutions in Chennai. 

 

In August 2025, the Indian Institute of 

Technology Madras (IIT-M) in collaboration 

with Federal Express Corporation (FedEx), a 

leading American transportation company, 

inaugurated the FedEx SMART Centre 

(Supply Chain Modelling, Algorithms, 

Research, and Technology Centre) at the IIT-

M campus in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. This 

initiative is designed to advance Artificial 

Intelligence (AI)-driven, sustainable logistics 

solutions. 

● The FedEx SMART Centre is backed by a 5-year 

funding support of USD 5 million (approximately 

Rs 44 crore) from FedEx. This financial assistance 

will enable IIT Madras researchers and students 

to collaborate with industry experts to create 

advanced technological solutions for logistics 

and supply chain optimization. 

● The core function of the centre is to integrate 

advanced digital tools, algorithm-based 

research, and industry knowledge to design 

logistics networks that are flexible, resilient, and 

environmentally sustainable. 

● It will focus on minimizing carbon footprints 

while enhancing efficiency in supply chain 

operations across sectors. 

Key Points:- 

(i) The key research areas of the SMART 
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Centre include development of carbon-

neutral operations, AI-driven predictive 

analytics for logistics, Electric Vehicle (EV) 

infrastructure integration, autonomous 

delivery systems, and worker safety systems 

powered by AI. These areas align with 

India’s larger goals of sustainable 

development and technological 

advancement. 

(ii) The establishment of this centre 

strengthens IIT Madras’s position as a 

global leader in applied research and 

innovation. With FedEx’s international 

expertise in logistics and IIT-M’s academic 

excellence, the partnership is expected to 

deliver transformative solutions to 

challenges in supply chains, particularly in 

the context of increasing demand for 

sustainable and digital-first logistics systems 

worldwide. 

(iii) By launching this centre, IIT Madras and 

FedEx aim to contribute towards building an 

ecosystem where technology, innovation, 

and sustainability work together to redefine 

the future of logistics in India and beyond. 

 

4. NCERT Launches Educational Modules on 

Operation Sindoor for Classes 3–12. 

 

In August 2025, the National Council of 

Educational Research and Training (NCERT) 

introduced two educational modules for 

Classes 3-12 to educate students about 

Operation Sindoor, India’s strategic response 

to the Pahalgam terror attack. These 

modules highlight military success, advanced 

technology, and national security awareness. 

● Operation Sindoor was launched in May 2025 

as a response to the April 22, 2025, Pahalgam 

terrorist attack, which killed 26 tourists. It 

targeted terrorist camps in Pakistan and 

Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK), 

coordinated by Lashkar-e-Taiba, and planned 

with intelligence from the Indian Armed Forces. 

● NCERT created two modules: “Operation 

Sindoor A Saga of Valour” for Classes 3-8 using 

stories and activities to engage young learners, 

and “Operation Sindoor – A Mission of Honour 

and Bravery” for Classes 9-12 with detailed 

analysis of strategy, execution, and operational 

outcomes. 

● The modules highlight India’s defense 

capabilities, including the S-400 air defense 

system neutralizing enemy drones and aircraft. 

Operation Sindoor demonstrated precision 

strikes on terrorist infrastructure while avoiding 

civilian casualties, reflecting India’s advanced 

military technology and strategic planning. 

Key Points:- 

(i) Operation Sindoor served as a political 

message to Pakistan and the international 

community, showcasing India’s strong 

stance against cross-border terrorism. It 

reinforced India’s commitment to national 

security, strengthened diplomatic credibility, 

and highlighted proactive defense and 

counter-terrorism measures on a global 

stage. 
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(ii) Aligned with the National Education 

Policy (NEP) 2020, these modules integrate 

real-world events into curricula, fostering 

critical thinking, national pride, and security 

awareness. Students learn India’s 

geopolitical challenges, military ethics, and 

the importance of protecting national 

sovereignty through experiential learning 

and historical analysis. 

(iii) The modules received positive feedback 

from educators and policymakers for 

modernizing curricula and raising national 

awareness. While some political debates 

arose over content, NCERT plans future 

modules on other significant national events, 

aiming to deepen students’ understanding of 

India’s defense and geopolitical priorities. 

 

5. Centre Approves Renaming Jalalabad to 

Parshurampuri in Uttar Pradesh, Honouring Lord 

Parshuram. 

 

In August 2025, the Union Ministry of Home 

Affairs approved renaming Jalalabad town in 

Shahjahanpur district, Uttar Pradesh, to 

“Parshurampuri.” The change honours Lord 

Parshuram, the sixth avatar of Lord Vishnu, 

and reflects the region’s mythological 

significance as his believed birthplace. 

● Local texts and religious traditions associate 

Jalalabad with the birthplace of Bhagwan 

Parshuram, a revered figure in Hindu mythology. 

Over centuries, pilgrimage and worship centres 

emerged around his ancient temple here, 

making the town a focal point for spiritual 

reverence and cultural heritage in the region. 

● The name change has been long in the making 

— supported by public sentiment, local Hindu 

organisations, Jalalabad’s Municipal Council, and 

multiple resolutions passed in 2018 and 2023. 

These were followed by formal 

recommendations from District Magistrate 

Dharmendra Pratap Singh in April 2025. 

● Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s 

administration swiftly endorsed the proposal. 

On June 27, 2025, the Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Secretary sent an official recommendation to 

the Centre. Minister of State Jitin Prasada also 

publicly lauded it, calling it a moment of pride 

for the community. 

Key Points:- 

(i) Union Home Minister Amit Shah granted 

the nod after receiving the state’s request 

and a recommendation from the Ministry of 

Science and Technology on August 14, 

2025. The MoHA communicated its no-

objection, prompting the state to proceed 

with the official Gazette notification in Hindi, 

English, and regional languages. 

(ii) With the renaming, local administration 

intends to enhance the temple precinct and 

surrounding infrastructure. Funds under the 

Chief Minister's Development Scheme and 

Amrit Sarovar Scheme have been allocated 

for beautification, pathway construction, and 

renovation of a 42-acre temple tank to boost 

religious tourism. 

(iii) The rechristening of Jalalabad to 
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Parshurampuri is expected to cement the 

town’s identity rooted in indigenous spiritual 

legacy, reinforcing cultural pride and 

historical continuity. Once the gazette 

notification is issued, the new name will be 

officially adopted across maps, government 

records, and signages, marking a symbolic 

shift away from its Mughal-era 

nomenclature. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 
1. India and Saudi Arabia Establish Joint Working 

Group to Strengthen Maritime Trade, Logistics, 

and Sustainable Infrastructure. 

 

In August 2025, following a high-level virtual 

meeting between India’s Union Minister of 

Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda 

Sonowal, and Saudi Arabia’s Minister of 

Transport and Logistic Services, Saleh bin 

Nasser Al-Jasser, both nations announced 

the creation of a Joint Working Group to 

enhance maritime cooperation in shipping 

and logistics. 

● The Joint Working Group (JWG) on maritime 

cooperation was established to build on the 

Strategic Partnership Council’s agenda, aiming to 

strengthen bilateral ties through focused policy 

dialogue and infrastructure collaboration in 

shipping and logistics sectors. 

● This initiative followed a virtual high-level 

meeting between India’s Minister Sarbananda 

Sonowal and Saudi Arabia’s Minister Saleh bin 

Nasser Al-Jasser. During discussions, both sides 

emphasized historical economic ties and socio-

cultural convergence as foundations for deeper 

maritime engagement. 

● Sarbananda Sonowal highlighted the launch of 

the new Jeddah–Mundra/Nhava Sheva shipping 

route by Saudi Arabia’s Folk Maritime Services 

that promises reduced transit time and cost. He 

also proposed collaboration on India’s MAITRI 

digital platform to facilitate seamless maritime 

trade. 

Key Points:- 

(i) Bilateral trade between India and Saudi 

Arabia stood at approximately USD 42 

billion in FY 2024–25. The maritime 

cooperation initiative aligns India’s Maritime 

India Vision 2030 and Amrit Kaal Vision 

2047 with Saudi Vision 2030, offering 

synergistic pathways in logistics, 

sustainability, and trade infrastructure. 

(ii) India invited Saudi investment into its 

maritime ecosystem through its Maritime 

Development Fund, with a corpus exceeding 

USD 3 billion. Major projects like Vadhavan 

Port (Maharashtra) and the Outer Harbour 

Project at VO Chidambaranar Port (Tamil 

Nadu) were presented as prime investment 

opportunities. 

(iii) The collaboration seeks to build joint 

ventures in green hydrogen hub ports, 

digitalized port operations, and sustainable 

shipping solutions. With India’s trillion-dollar 

maritime roadmap, the partnership 

emphasizes investments in future-ready, 

environmentally conscious maritime 

infrastructure. 
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BANKING & FINANCE 
1. EXIM Bank Signs USD 40 Million Credit Line 

Agreement with ECOWAS Bank for Investment 

and Development. 

 

In August 2025, the Export-Import Bank of 

India (EXIM Bank) signed a USD 40 million 

commercial credit line agreement with the 

ECOWAS Bank for Investment and 

Development (EBID), the financial institution 

of the Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS). This agreement is aimed 

at strengthening India–Africa economic 

cooperation and financing infrastructure 

projects in West Africa.   

● The agreement was signed between Dr. 

George Agyekum Donkor, President and 

Chairman of the Board of Directors (BoD) of 

EBID, and Mr. Ashok Kumar Vartia, Chief 

Executive of the EXIM Bank’s London Branch, 

United Kingdom (UK). The deal reflects India’s 

increasing engagement with African 

development finance institutions. 

● The primary objective of this agreement is to 

provide funding for developmental and 

infrastructure projects in ECOWAS member 

states, with significant participation from Indian 

companies. Areas expected to benefit include 

renewable energy, healthcare, transport, and 

industrial capacity building. 

● This credit line is strategically important as it 

will boost South-South Cooperation, opening 

new trade opportunities for Indian exporters 

while supporting African countries in achieving 

sustainable growth. It also reflects India’s 

broader policy of economic diplomacy in Africa. 

Key Points:- 

(i) India’s partnership with EBID dates back 

to 2006, when the first line of credit was 

extended. Over the years, EXIM Bank has 

provided six different credit facilities to EBID, 

with a cumulative value of USD 1.14 billion, 

enabling procurement of Indian goods, 

machinery, and services by African nations. 

(ii) The current agreement further 

strengthens India’s presence in Africa and 

builds on the foundation of long-standing 

bilateral ties. It is expected to enhance 

mutual trust, expand India’s export footprint, 

and help ECOWAS nations implement 

critical development projects with reliable 

financing from India. 

 

2. Punjab National Bank (PNB) Becomes 1st PSB 

in India to Migrate to ‘.bank.in’ Domain. 
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In August 2025, Punjab National Bank (PNB), 

India’s 2nd largest Public Sector Bank (PSB), 

became the first Indian PSB to migrate its 

corporate website to the secure ‘.bank.in’ 

domain. This step was taken in line with the 

Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) April 2025 

circular to strengthen cybersecurity in digital 

banking. 

● Punjab National Bank (PNB) has migrated its 

corporate website from the earlier 

www.pnb.bank.co.in  to the new 

https://pnb.bank.in domain, making it the first 

Indian PSB to adopt this digital shift. This move 

marks an important milestone in India’s efforts 

to combat digital banking frauds. 

● The initiative follows the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) directive that mandated Indian banks 

to transition their corporate websites to the new 

secure ‘.bank.in’ domain. RBI issued this 

notification in April 2025 to create a more 

secure digital ecosystem for financial 

institutions. 

Key Points:- 

(i) The exclusive registrar for the ‘.bank.in’ 

domain is the Institute for Development and 

Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT), 

which will oversee domain registrations, 

compliance, and safety measures. This 

ensures that only authorized Indian banks 

can use the domain. 

(ii) The primary aim of this domain migration 

is to strengthen cybersecurity, reduce risks 

of phishing attacks, and boost public 

confidence in digital banking. In addition, 

RBI is also planning to introduce ‘.fin.in’ as a 

dedicated domain for non-bank financial 

entities, ensuring uniform security standards 

across the financial sector. 

 

ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
1. India’s Marine Fish Production Reaches 44.95 

Lakh Tonnes in 2023–24 and Backed by PMMSY 

& Aquaculture Growth. 

 

In 2023–24, India’s marine fish production 

rose impressively to 44.95 lakh tonnes, up 

from 34.43 lakh tonnes a decade earlier, 

reflecting sustained growth in ocean-based 

fisheries. 

● From just 5.34 lakh tonnes in 1950–51, India’s 

marine fish production has scale to 44.95 lakh 

tonnes in 2023–24, thanks to persistent 

investments, technological advancements, and 

improved fishing infrastructure. 

● According to the EnviStats India 2025 report, 

marine fish production rose from 34.43 lakh 

tonnes in the baseline period to 44.95 lakh 

tonnes in 2023–24, underscoring the sector’s 

upward trajectory and its growing contribution 

to national seafood supply. 

● While marine capture fisheries have grown 

strongly, coastal aquaculture, especially shrimp 

farming, has driven export surges. Shrimp 

production alone climbed nearly 270% between 

2013–14 and 2023–24, enhancing India’s 

seafood export figures. 

Key Points:- 
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(i) India’s extensive 8,118 km coastline and 

a 2.02 million sq km Exclusive Economic 

Zone (EEZ) hold an annual fisheries 

potential of 5.31 million metric tonnes. Thus, 

despite current achievements, there remains 

significant untapped potential in deep-sea 

and high-sea fishing to further boost marine 

output. 

(ii) Central government support — 

particularly under schemes like the Pradhan 

Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) 

and the Fisheries & Aquaculture 

Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF) — 

has fueled infrastructure development, 

enabling the fisheries sector to rise from 

95.79 lakh tonnes in 2013–14 to 

approximately 195 lakh tonnes in 2023–24. 

Marine fish production has also notably 

doubled over the last decade. 

 

2. ICRA Projects India’s Q1FY26 GDP Growth at 

6.7%, Higher than RBI’s 6.5% Forecast. 

 

In August 2025, ICRA Limited (formerly 

Investment Information and Credit Rating 

Agency of India Limited) projected India’s 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth at 

6.7% for Q1 of FY2025-26 (April–June 2025). 

The growth outlook is supported by higher 

government expenditure and robust export 

performance. This projection is higher than 

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)’s forecast of 

6.5%, though lower than the 7.4% recorded 

in Q4FY25.  

● ICRA has projected India’s Gross Value Added 

(GVA) growth at 6.4% for Q1FY26, compared to 

6.8% in Q4FY25. This indicates a slight 

moderation in economic activity despite strong 

fiscal push. The decline reflects slower 

expansion in some industrial and services 

segments compared with the previous quarter. 

● The report highlighted a sharp rise in Capital 

Expenditure (CapEx) by the central government. 

Gross CapEx surged by 52% year-on-year (YoY) 

to ₹2.8 trillion in Q1FY26.  

● This compares with a 33.4% growth in 

Q4FY25, and a 35% contraction in Q1FY25, 

showcasing a significant turnaround in 

government-led infrastructure spending. 

Key Points:- 

(i) According to ICRA, the gap between GDP 

and GVA growth is projected at 30 basis 

points (bps) in Q1FY26, down from 62 bps 

in Q4FY25. A positive gap signals that net 

indirect taxes (taxes minus subsidies) are 

likely to continue supporting GDP growth 

over GVA. 

(ii) The agency concluded that India’s 

Q1FY26 economic momentum will be driven 

by strong export demand and government 

spending, but overall growth is expected to 

remain lower than the 7%+ levels achieved 

in the previous quarter. 

(iii) This outlook provides a balanced yet 

cautious assessment of India’s short-term 

economic trajectory. 
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MOUs and Agreement 
1. Centum Electronics Signs MoU with BEL for 

Advanced Defence Electronics Projects. 

 

In August 2025, Bengaluru-based Centum 

Electronics Limited (Ltd) signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), a Defence 

Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) under the 

Ministry of Defence, to collaborate on 

advanced defence electronics projects aimed 

at boosting India’s defence capabilities.   

● The MoU was formally signed at BEL’s 

Corporate Office between Suresh Kumar K V, 

Director (Marketing) of BEL, and Apparao V 

Mallavarapu, Chairman and Managing Director 

(CMD) of Centum Electronics Ltd. The agreement 

is expected to foster strong industrial 

cooperation in the defence technology sector. 

● The signing ceremony was witnessed by key 

dignitaries including Manoj Jain, CMD of BEL, 

and Dr. Vinod Chippalkatti, President of Centum 

Electronics Ltd, highlighting the strategic 

importance of the partnership for both 

organisations. 

● The cooperation will primarily focus on the 

development of advanced Electronic Warfare 

(EW) systems, next-generation radar 

technologies, and secure communication 

solutions to strengthen India’s Armed Forces. 

These systems are critical for modernising 

India’s defence infrastructure and enhancing 

national security. 

Key Points:- 

(i) The signing ceremony was witnessed by 

key dignitaries including Manoj Jain, CMD of 

BEL, and Dr. Vinod Chippalkatti, President 

of Centum Electronics Ltd, highlighting the 

strategic importance of the partnership for 

both organisations. 

(ii) By joining forces, Centum Electronics 

and BEL aim to accelerate innovation in 

defence electronics, aligning with the 

Government of India’s vision of Atmanirbhar 

Bharat (self-reliant India). This partnership is 

expected to enhance indigenous capabilities 

and reduce reliance on foreign technologies 

in the sensitive domain of defence systems. 

(iii) The MoU reflects a broader strategy by 

the Ministry of Defence to encourage 

collaborations between public and private 

enterprises for cutting-edge solutions, 

ensuring India’s preparedness in modern 

warfare scenarios and securing 

technological superiority in defence 

operations. 

 

App and Web Portal 
1. Delhi Government Approves Launch of ‘Delhi 

Mitra’ App as Unified Public Grievance Redressal 

System. 



 
Current Affairs - 22-AUG-2025 

 

www.testcloud.in 10 

 

In August 2025, the Delhi Cabinet led by 

Chief Minister (CM) Rekha Gupta approved 

the launch of the ‘Delhi Mitra’ application, an 

integrated Public Grievance Redressal 

System (PGRS) designed to provide citizens 

with a single-window platform for complaint 

resolution. 

● The ‘Delhi Mitra’ app will serve as a one-stop 

platform for grievances linked to multiple 

authorities, including the Delhi Government 

departments, Delhi Police, Municipal 

Corporations (MCs), and the Delhi Cantonment 

Board. This integration eliminates duplication of 

systems and ensures faster grievance processing 

for citizens. 

● Residents of Delhi will be able to register their 

complaints through four channels: a dedicated 

web portal, the mobile app, WhatsApp services, 

and a call centre facility 

● Additionally, handwritten complaints 

submitted at government offices will be 

scanned, digitized, and uploaded to the system, 

ensuring inclusivity for citizens who prefer 

offline submissions. 

Key Points:- 

(i) To strengthen accountability, the 

government will designate nodal officers in 

every department to monitor grievances and 

accelerate resolution. Public grievance 

officers will also organize weekly public 

meetings with citizens every Wednesday, 

creating a direct channel of dialogue 

between the administration and the public. 

(ii) The launch of this digital-first PGRS 

highlights the Delhi Government’s focus on 

transparency, efficiency, and citizen-centric 

governance. By integrating multiple 

agencies into one platform, the initiative is 

expected to significantly reduce delays, 

improve monitoring, and create a responsive 

government service delivery mechanism. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 
1. World Entrepreneurs’ Day 2025 Celebrated 

annually on August 21. 

 

On August 21, 2025, the world celebrates 

World Entrepreneurs’ Day, a dedicated 

occasion recognizing the vision, risk-taking, 

and transformative impact of entrepreneurs 

worldwide. Established to honor bravery, 

innovation, and economic contributions, the 

day aims to inspire future changemakers. 

● Celebrated annually on August 21, the date 

coincides with the birthday of NASA flight 

director Gene Kranz—symbolizing visionary 

leadership. It underscores entrepreneurship’s 
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role in building economies, generating jobs, and 

inspiring social progress. 

● World Entrepreneurs’ Day spotlights the 

courage, creativity, and determination of 

founders across industries. It encourages 

broader awareness of entrepreneurship’s 

importance and motivates individuals to pursue 

their business dreams, fostering an 

entrepreneurial mindset for future generations. 

● Entrepreneurs are key drivers of innovation 

and economic growth. They create jobs, 

introduce disruptive technologies, and help 

economies thrive. In fast-growing markets, 

startups and small businesses now form the 

backbone of regional GDP and innovation 

ecosystems. 

Key Points:- 

(i) This year’s focus (even while not officially 

announced) leans toward sustainability, 

inclusivity, and digital transformation. It 

highlights impact-driven entrepreneurship—

ventures that prioritize social and 

environmental value alongside profit. 

(ii) Observances include global and local 

events like hackathons, startup pitch 

sessions, workshops, and networking 

summits. From universities to business 

hubs, activities aim to elevate 

entrepreneurship through mentorship, 

education, and public recognition of 

trailblazers. 

 

2. World Senior Citizens’ Day is observed 

globally on August 21. 

 

World Senior Citizens’ Day is observed 

globally on August 21 each year to recognize 

the invaluable contributions of older persons 

and raise awareness about the challenges 

they face. First proclaimed by U.S. President 

Ronald Reagan in 1988, it was later adopted 

internationally by the United Nations.  

● President Ronald Reagan issued Proclamation 

5847 on August 19, 1988, establishing August 21 

as National Senior Citizens Day in the USA. The 

day was later recognized by the UN General 

Assembly in December 1990 and marked 

globally from 1991. 

● The observance aims to highlight age-related 

issues such as declining health, elder abuse, and 

social exclusion. It emphasizes promoting the 

dignity of older citizens while celebrating their 

lifelong contributions to families, communities, 

and nations. 

● While World Senior Citizens’ Day (August 21) 

derives from U.S. origins and has international 

acknowledgment, the UN also observes the 

International Day of Older Persons on October 1, 

established by UN Resolution 45/106 in 1990.  

Key Points:- 

(i) According to the UN, the population of 

older persons is rapidly increasing 

worldwide. By 2050, the global count of 
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senior citizens is projected to exceed 1.5 

billion, with two-thirds residing in developing 

countries—highlighting urgent needs for 

inclusive policies. 

(ii) Communities observe the day through 

events like award ceremonies, social 

gatherings, local awareness drives, and 

health-care campaigns. Individuals also take 

opportunities to spend quality time with 

elders, volunteer at senior homes, and 

advocate for improved services and respect.  

 

OBITUARY 
1. Frank Caprio, 'Nicest Judge in the World' of 

Caught in Providence, Dies at 88. 

 

Judge Frank Caprio, affectionately known as 

the “Nicest Judge in the World” and star of 

the viral courtroom series Caught in 

Providence, passed away on August 20, 

2025, at the age of 88 after a prolonged 

battle with pancreatic cancer.  

● Serving nearly four decades as Chief Judge of 

the Providence Municipal Court from 1985 to 

2023, Caprio gained global admiration for 

presiding over minor offense cases with 

empathy, fairness, and a folksy sense of humor 

that emphasized understanding over 

punishment. 

● His courtroom became a cultural phenomenon 

via the TV series Caught in Providence. 

Launched locally in 2000 and syndicated from 

2018, the show — celebrated for heartwarming 

rulings and Caprio’s humane approach — earned 

several Daytime Emmy nominations and 

garnered billions of views online. 

Key Points:- 

(i) Just hours before his passing, Judge 

Frank Caprio posted a deeply moving video 

on Instagram from his hospital bed, asking 

followers to remember him in their prayers 

— a testament to his humility and faith. 

Tributes poured in from fans and public 

officials alike, with Rhode Island Governor 

Dan McKee ordering flags at half-staff in 

honor of Frank Caprio. 

(ii) Caprio’s legacy extends far beyond his 

legal rulings. Beloved for his warmth, 

humility, and unwavering belief in the 

goodness of people, he touched millions 

through both his judicial work and as a viral 

internet figure. His death marked the end of 

a uniquely compassionate career. 
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